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AND C U S T O M S  
ANDORRA IS RICH IN ANCIENT TRADITIONS RELATED TO 
THE WORLD OF LEGENDS OR TO THE MYSTERIES OF MAGIC. 
UNFORTUNATELY, THOUGH, THE OLD CUSTOMS ARE NOW 2 
DISAPPEARING AS A RESULT OF THE POWER OF THE NEW Y m. 
-l 
COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA, THE INDIVIDUALISM OF OUR 
SOCIETY AND THE IGNORANCE OF THESE MATTERS ON THE - 
PART OF THE GREAT MASS OF IMMIGRANTS. 
THE GlANTS OF ANDORRA LA V ü i A  
PERE CANTURRl 1 M O N T A N Y A  N A T I O N A L  A R T l S T l C  H E R I T A O E  
ndorra is rich in traditions that 
go back into the mists of time, 
traditions related to the wonder- 
ful world of legends or to the myste- 
rious world of magic. 
Very much alive only fifty years ago, 
they are now being erased by new forms 
of leisure, the individualism of today's 
society and ignorance of these matters 
on the part of the great mass of immi- 
grants, who outnumber the native po- 
pulation. 
In winter, when the peasant's workload 
was reduced by the inclemencies of the 
weather and family contact was re- 
established by long evenings around the 
fire, the people of Andorra took the op- 
portunity to celebrate a profusion of 
festivities based on the Christmas cycle, 
patron saints, the pig-killing or Car- 
nival. 
At Christmas there is Midnight Mass, 
known as the Missa del Gall. People go 
to worship the image of the baby Jesus 
and in the old days the shepherds would 
make an offering of sheep. After the 
mass, a large bonfire is lit in the middle 
of the square and everybody gathers 
round to share coca (a traditional cake) 
and mulled wine spiced with cinnamon. 
Of the patron saints, one of the most 
important is Saint Anthony, the patron 
saint of animals. On his day, animals 
are blessed and huge cauldrons of escu- 
della, a kind of stew of vegetables, mut- 
ton and salt pork, are put on to boil in 
al1 the town squares. For lunch, this 
meal is shared by all. 
For Candlemas, church-goers are given 
coloured candles, which are lit when 
there are storms as protection against 
lightning and hail. For Sant Blai, food is 
blessed which then has the power to 
cure tonsillitis and sore throats. 
In a country in which the domestic eco- 
nomy made it necessary to store food so 
as to survive the long Pyrenean winter, 
pork, the perfect meat for curing, 
formed the basis of the diet. Each family 
killed one or two pigs. The day the pig 
was killed became a day of feasting and 
celebration. A great variety of products 
were made from the pig. The hams, 
ears, trotters and ribs were salted, the 
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fat and lard were used for cooking, and 
a range of different sausages were made 
that enjoyed well-deserved fame: the 
most unusual were those made from the 
brain, the kidney, the spleen or the 
tongue. 
Connected with the pig-killing were re- 
mains of ancient blood rituals, such as 
the act of daubing one another with 
blood or the prohibition of menstruat- 
ing women from taking part in the cur- 
ing of the meat. These customs have 
not survived. Organising the Carnival 
was the responsibility of ancient asso- 
ciations called the conshrcies. Each 
town hanged a figure representing Car- 
nival. There were a great quantity of 
fancy-dresses that were typical of each 
town and village and local dances di- 
rected by the Porrer, or mace-bearer, a 
master of ceremonies who carried a 
large bear cudgel. A number of panto- 
mimes are acted out during these days, 
one of the most popular of which is the 
Ball de I'Ossa, or Bear Dance. The arri- 
val of a bear in search of the honey in a 
beehive, in the midst of a group of mo- 
wers and the country gentry, causes 
great hilarity and uproar, ending with 
the death of the bear. 
The bear is related to old beliefs about 
the end of winter and the rebirth of 
nature in the spring. 
In a small country where the border 
with either France or Spain can be seen 
from any point, the existence of smug- 
gling is only natural. One of the historic 
products was tobacco. One of the best- 
known pantomimes taking place in the 
square during this period is dedicated 
to smuggling. 
The burning of the Carnival dummy, 
the burial of the sardine -a salted fish 
with an erotic significance- and the re- 
mains of the Carnival fires marked the 
beginning of the Lent cycle, a period of 
penitence that started on Ash Wednes- 
day, when people went to mass to have 
ashes put on their heads in memory of 
the pulvis eris et pulvis reverteris. In 
summer, Saint John's day (Midsum- 
mer's Eve) opened the period when 
each town celebrated its Festa Major in 
honour of the local patron saint. 
Saint John's was a day of magic. In 
every neighbourhood and every street, 
bonfires were lit and the children ran 
round and round with the falles, great 
balls of fire, burning birch bark, that 
were respected by all. It was also the 
night of the witches. In some villages 
people would come out into the street 
in the evening beating pots and pans to 
frighten them off. In other places, it 
was said that great feasts and balls were 
held that night with the presence of 
demons. 
It was also the perfect day for gathering 
medicinal herbs, especially in the 
morning, before sunrise, when they were 
wet with dew, which had healing pro- 
perties that day. Drinking water from 
seven different springs could keep ill- 
ness away for the whole year. 
According to old writings, in the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries Ando- 
rra was infested with witches, whose 
numbers were increased by the passing 
Huguenots. There are records of the 
executions ordered by the inquisitorial 
courts. 
The Festa Major provided a break in 
the arduous agricultura1 tasks. Each 
town or village still dances its typical 
dances, dressed in traditional costumes. 
In Sant Julia the townspeople dance the 
courtly dance of La Marratxa. In keeping 
with tradition, two dancers represent- 
ing the Co-Princes of Andorra dance 
with six women symbolizing the 
country's historic parishes. 
The celebrations were presided over by 
the giants and dwarfs, which in Andorra 
la Vella represented the legendary Char- 
lemagne, who freed the country from 
the Saracen hordes. 
Autumn, when the animals come down 
from the mountains, is the time of the 
fairs. It was customary with the arrival 
of the cold weather to se11 chestnuts, 
which were eaten round the fire at Al1 
Saints. In Andorran homes, people still 
eat their chestnuts along with the tradi- 
tional panellets, or cakes made from al- 
monds. 
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